Check sprinkler heads to remove dirt or debris that may clog
nozzle heads.

Once a month, run the sprinkler system on a short cycle and
make any adjustments that may be needed.

Consult a licensed irrigator if the irrigation system requires repair.

In the next 50 years, Texas faces a critical water shortage. Texas
may have a water deficit of 16 percent.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency estimates that the
typical single-family suburban household uses at least 30 percent
of its water for landscape irrigation. Some experts estimate that
more than 50 percent of landscape water used goes to wasfe
due fo evaporation or runoff caused by overwatering.

Texas irrigators must be licensed by the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality.

Working with a licensed irrigator fo design, maintain, and oper-
ate an efficient irrigation system will help you conserve water
and save money.

Go to <www5.tceq.state.tx.us/oce/olwe/> (the
TCEQ's Licensing Database) and enter either the license number or
the last name and first initial of the licensed irrigator. The license
number should be nine characters and begin with LI (for example: Bt s
110098763). You can also search the database to find licensed A Co ar/c Guide to Landscane
irrigators in your city or county. ' : =

Licensed irrigators must use their license number in all adver-
tisements.

Ask to see the irrigator’s license. Al irrigators will have a pocket
card showing the license number.

For additional information, see <wwwa.tcegqirrigator.
info>.
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Yes, but you should talk to your local water supplier fo determine

the requirements for your area. You may be required to have:
a permit;
a licensed irrigator, installer (installers work under the direct

supervision of an irrigator), or plumber connect your irrigation

system to the public water supply; and

a test of the backflow prevention device.

Your irrigation system should meet minimum state require-
ments for:

Sprinkler heads according to the manufacturer’s recommendations.

Water pressure—your irrigation system should not operate
below or above the manufacturer’s published specifications
for the equipment being used.

Spraying water only on landscaped areas—no water should
spray over impervious surfaces.

A rain or moisture shutoff device or another fechnology (re-
quired in most Texas counties).

An isolation valve to turn off the water in case your irrigation

system leaks.

Additionally, the Public Drinking Water rules require an ap-
propriate backflow prevention device.

Discuss your landscaping needs and plans with a licensed
irrigator.

Newly esfablished landscaping will require more water than
an established area.

Your irrigation system should not spray water on concrete,

wood, sfone, brick, or other hard surfaces such as sidewalks,

streets, driveways, fences, or walls.
Use drip irrigation systems in small areas.

Grassy areas typically use more water than landscaped beds,

50 you should plan separate irrigation zones for those areas.

Discuss with the irrigator how long your irrigation system
should run.

Make sure there is correct water pressure for your irrigation
system to produce large drops of water. Mist will evaporate.
Follow manufacturers’ recommendations on pressures.
Understand how a rain or moisture sensor works to conserve
water.

Water only after the top two inches of the soil has dried out.
You can use a soil probe to defermine soil wetness.

Water one inch of water or more every five to seven days fo
promote deep roots. Grasses and shrubs will become more
drought tolerant.

Adijust the run fime and frequency on the automatic controller
monthly, based on changing rainfall and temperatures.

Trim overgrown shrubs or grass that may obstruct the spray
pattern.

¢Puedo dlsenur,

de riego?

Si, pero debe hablar con su proveedor local de agua para
deferminar los requisitos en su drea. Puede que'sea necesario:
¢ Tener un permiso.
¢ Conseguir un irrigador, ||}stq|odor (el instalador trabaja bajo
la supervision directa de un |rr|godor) o plomero cerificado
N
profesional para que conecte su sistema de riego ol servicio
plblico de agua.

¢ Realizar una prueba del dispositivo de prevencion de reforno.

Su sistema de riego debe reunir los requisitos minimos del
estado para: C

¢ Cabezales dé regadera segin las recomendocwnes del
S .
fabricante. . B

¢ Presion de agua. Su sistema de riego no debe funcionar C

arriba o debaijo de las especificaciones publicadas por el
fabricante para el equipo que se esté usando. »

¢ Rociar agua sélo en dreas o|ord|nodas No se debe rocior
agua sobre superficies |mpermeob|es

—\
Ademds, las normas de Aguo Pablica Potable requieren un
oporato apropiado de prevenaon de reF|U|o @

.-,Gué debo buscur en un??siema

de rlego que conserve ﬂgllﬂ

¢ Hable con un irrigador cerfificado proFe5|ono| sobre sus
2 necesidades y sus planes en cuanto a su ardin

¢ Un drea recientemente ajardinada necesitard més agua que
un drea ya establecida. :

¢ Su sistema de riego no_ 0 debe rociar agua en concrefo, )

o0

madera, piedra, ladrillo u ofras superficies duras’ tales como
banquetas, calles entradas para carros, cercas o poredes

¢ Use sistemas de riego por goteoen dreas pequefias.

¢ Areas con pqstos tipicamente usan mds agua que arriates
plantados, asi que debe ploneor zonas de riego separadas -
para esas dreas. ° (0

¢ Hable con el irrigador sobre cuonfo hempo debe estar pren-
dido su sistema de riego™
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sistema de riego produzco gotas de agua g grandes. El rocio
N ————

fino se evapora. Siga las ‘recomendaciones del fabricante

sobre la presion.

. ¢ Enfienda cémo es que, un sensor de lluvia o humedad sirva

para conservar ClgUCl.

-

¢Qué debho hacer una vez
que haya sido instalado mi
sistema de riego?

¢ Riegue sélo después que las dos pu|godos superiores de fierra
se hayan secado. Puede usar una sonda para deferminar la
e

humedad de la fierra.

Riegue una pulgada o més de agua cada cinco a siete dias
para promover raices profundas. El pasto y los arbustos se
hardn més resistentes a la sequic}.‘“' ~
/™ & Ajuste mensualmente la duracién y la frecuencia del riego con
el controlador automdtico, baséndose en los cambios en la
lluvia y la temperatura.
¢ Pode los arbustos o zacates que hayan crecido demasiado y
que obstruyan la trayectoria del riego.
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